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Dear BFJH Families:

It’s certainly been an interesting and unusual
school year thus far. Thankfully, everyone has
worked together to get us to this point of the
school year in good shape. April has finally
arrived, and with it comes a very busy time here at
BFJH with the start of the fourth quarter and the
return to having all students attending in-person
together. I encourage everyone to be patient with
each other as we adjust to this change.

The fourth quarter also marks the arrival of the
state assessment season. Students in 7th and 8th
grade are scheduled to take the Forward Exam in
April. They will be tested in English Language Arts
and Mathematics. Students in 8th grade will also
be tested in Science and Social Studies. In May,
students in 9th grade will take the ACT Aspire
exam. I am confident that even in the midst of a
pandemic, our students will do well on these
assessments.

It is very important that your child is at school to
participate in this testing on the scheduled days.
Past experience has taught us that students who

take the assessments with their class perform at a
higher level than those who take a make-up
assessment at a different time.  If you need to
schedule a medical appointment for your child in the
next month, please check with us to find out what
days and times to avoid.

April 21st is a day set aside to recognize our
amazing Administrative Professionals - Kim Falduto,
Julie Raschka, and Kathy Strojny. Together they
manage a very complex and seemingly endless
array of duties that come with working in a school
office.  We are fortunate to have people with such a
high degree of competence, efficiency, and
professionalism handling these responsibilities.
Please take a moment to let them know how much
you appreciate all that they do to support the BFJH
community.

Finally, I want to encourage students and parents to
keep communicating with us.  We are acutely aware
of the fact that we cannot do this alone and we
definitely need the involvement and the support of
the community if we are going to be successful in
helping all our students reach their goals.  Please
stop by the school, send us an email, or call us to let
us know what is working and what isn’t, and
together we can change things for the better. The
education of our kids is everyone’s responsibility.

Enjoy the beautiful spring
season and the warmer
weather!

Sincerely,
Steve Prokop, Principal



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CHARGER CHAMPIONS!

RYAN BAUMANN
(Grade 9) Ryan is
successfully
navigating a rigorous
schedule in the cohort
model. He comes to
all of his classes
organized and with
his work completed.
He is an engaged and
respectful learner
who is able to
advocate for himself.
Ryan consistently

shows higher level thinking. He is able to tolerate
points-of-view that differ from his own and his
teachers enjoy having him in their classes.

COLLIN CHIAPUZIO
(Grade 9) Collin is an
amazing student who
goes above and
beyond what is asked
of him in class every
day.  He is a model
student who works
tirelessly to master
what we are learning
and always comes to
class with a great
attitude.  He is a  great

leader even though he is rather soft spoken.  He
makes class much better by being in it!

LOGAN RAIKOWSKI
(Grade 8) Logan brings
so much positivity to the
classroom. He is
respectful of others, he is
helpful, and always
participates in class
discussions - even if he
is not confident with the
subject. He is hard-
working and encourages
everyone to work hard.

LAUREL STROIK
(Grade 9) Laurel is an
amazing, hardworking
student who tries her
very best on each and
every assignment. She
is always cheerful and
makes everyone feel
welcome.  She is
respectful and helpful
every day.  I am so lucky
to have Laurel in my
class.

ISAAC WITTE
(Grade 9) Isaac loves
learning and is never
afraid to ask questions.
He always has his work
done, supports others in
their learning, and isn't
afraid to challenge ideas.
He is a great role model
and it is a pleasure to
nominate him.

1



AWARDS NIGHT WILL BE HELD
VIRTUALLY IN MAY.

Awards Night is an occasion to recognize the
outstanding accomplishments of our students.
Awards will be presented to students in the
following areas: Charger Champions, Yearbook,
Forensics, Music, National Junior Honor Society,
Academics, Art, Science, Foreign Language,
Student Council, Leland Bartsch Math Award,
SPAEA (Stevens Point Area Education
Association), PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention
and Support), and the Eleanor Coleman Award.
Please join us to honor our students.

PORTAGE COUNTY E-CYCLE DRIVE
A county-wide electronic recycling drive located
in  the Ben Franklin Junior  High Parking Lot on
Saturday, May 15, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. - Noon.

This fund-raiser is sponsored by Ben Franklin
J.H. Science Department, ODC, Express
Recycling and the Ben Franklin JHS PBIS
Committee. In addition to the other items we
have taken in the past, we are now taking
refrigerators, washers, dryers, stoves and
dishwashers. Click here for price list.

Volunteers will continue to follow District safety
protocols including physical distancing and face
coverings.

BIKE THEFT PREVENTION TIPS
1. Use a U-lock when possible
2. Lock your wheel and frame together
3. Use a bike rack (sign poles are not as secure)
4.Take lights & other easily removed items with you
5. Don’t leave your bike at school overnight

2021-22 DISTRICT CALENDAR
The School Board has approved the 2021-22
Calendar with the assumption that students
will return 5 days/week. You can find it here.

STUDENT SERVICES
The Forward Exam is the Wisconsin state
assessment for students in grades 7 and 8.
Students in both grades take the ELA and math
tests; eighth grade students also take the science
and social studies tests. The Forward Exam is
NOT a timed test; however, the DPI has provided
suggested time frames to be used in planning
test administration. The District’s testing window
for the Forward Exam is March 22 – May 14.
Forward testing will take place at Ben
Franklin Junior High the weeks of April 12-16
and April 12-30.

The ACT Aspire is the state mandated
assessment administered in the spring for all
Wisconsin students in ninth grade, and is a timed
test. The District’s testing window for the ACT
Aspire is April 5 - May 29 . Prior to the testing
days, student laptops will be checked in Science
classes to verify that they are ready for the test.
The ACT Aspire test will take place at Ben
Franklin Junior High on Tuesday May 4, 2021.

All students will be expected to take the test.
Students in the On-Line Learning Center will
be asked to come to school on the following
Wednesdays to complete the tests. Please
make sure to plan for your student to be here on
these dates. Additional communication will be
sent out closer to the date with specific details.
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● 7th Grade OLC Student: Wednesday, April
12, 2021

● 8th Grade OLC Students: Wednesday, April
14, 2021

● 9th Grade OLC Students: ACT/Aspire testing
Wednesday, May 5, 2021

If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Steve Prokop, Principal or Sharon Loken,
School Counselor.

Sharon Loken- School Counselor
Last Name: A-L

Morgan Howe- School Social Worker
Last Name: M-Z

DRIVERS EDUCATION
Driver Education Driver Education at SPASH will
no longer be offered. The students registered for
the second semester of 2020-2021 will be the
last students to participate in the Driver
Education program. The program will be
discontinued as of June 4, 2021. There will not
be a Summer Driver Education program.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
7TH GRADE: Seventh grade students finished
up their work on “Monsters are Due on Maple
Street.” This was a teleplay created for “The
Twilight Zone.” Students will now be moving
towards choice novels.
8TH GRADE: Eighth grade students will be
finishing up their courage, dignity, and
tolerance unit from the third quarter. The theme
for the fourth quarter includes inspiration and
humor.
9TH GRADE: Students will be starting their
study on Romeo and Juliet.

FACS DEPARTMENT

7TH GRADE FACS: 4th quarter students are
looking at how helping out more at home and
volunteering in our community can help them
gain developmental assets and resources to
be successful in their life.

8TH GRADE FACS: Did you know 9 out of 10
adults do not eat enough fruits and vegetables
daily?  Our students continue to examine their
relationship between their lifestyle habits and
lifelong wellness by exploring the Dietary
Guidelines for Americans 2020-25.  Ask your
8th grader about their favorite way to support
the Dietary Guidelines advice to “increase the
variety of fruits and vegetables” in their diet.
You might be surprised to hear it means a
vegetable  in your smoothie!

Eighth grade students also just finished a unit
on wellness, media and stress activity:
Balancing Life.

CULINARY ARTS 1 (9TH GRADERS): 4th
quarter will prove to be very busy in Culinary
Arts. Students will be researching and
designing food trucks...then “selling” their
plans to Mr. Vrieze. Students will also be
learning about various food service positions
and demonstrating their knowledge via a
restaurant simulation lab.

INTRO TO SEWING (8th Grade Semester):
We are already working on fleece!! This group
of sewers are screaming through their
projects!!!!

INTRO TO SEWING (8th/9th grade every other
day): At this point of the school, sewers are
branching off to work on their choice of either
pants, shorts or their hat. Anything to get us to
success by the times.
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Giving Gardens (located North of the parking
lot): We are looking forward to partnering with
Giving Gardens of Portage County for another
garden season. If you are interested in learning
more about the garden or would like to lend a
hand over the summer (or have a student who
would!), please contact Kelly Smith at
kesmith@pointschools.net. A school community
garden is a great way to build and strengthen
community AND reap many delicious rewards!

MATH DEPARTMENT
Extra math support
available!  Remember
you can always email
your teacher and ask
questions and set up a
video conference to go
through your
questions.

The following
opportunities available
for math support:

● Math Lab at 7:10 am in room 2018
● Math teacher in the library every hour

during study center times

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
As we get ready to bring all students back into the
building for 4th quarter we plan to be outside as
often as possible in Physical Education. Please
remind your students to dress accordingly for
outdoor activities. Tennis shoes may get wet so
older shoes are preferred, and sweatshirts are
encouraged on cooler days. Water bottles can be
brought outdoors with us, as water is not available
outdoors otherwise.

SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

7TH GRADE: April in 7th grade Social Studies is
all about History. We started off the unit by
analyzing primary and secondary sources and
then moved on to our focus for the unit which is
the Vietnam War. We studied the cause and
effects of the Vietnam War and analyzed the
different perspectives of those involved in the
war. Students got to listen to music from the time
and worked on maps to help solidify their

understanding of the area. We will be writing an
essay to end the unit and then will be moving
onto our next unit which will be World Religions.

8TH GRADE EUROPEAN HISTORY: Students
are currently learning about absolutism and
revolution. Students are learning about the types
and causes of revolution.  They will then
compare and analyze  two political revolutions:
The American and French Revolution. The next
unit of study is the Industrial Revolution!
Watch in the coming weeks for information
regarding next year’s Washington D.C. trip. Early
sign up will be offered later on this spring.
Additional Updates to follow.

9TH GRADE CIVICS: Civics students are
learning about American political culture, political
parties, interest groups, and media. In this unit
they are learning about the role that political
parties, interest groups, and mass media play in
the democratic process. Throughout the month of
April, students will continue to practice and
prepare for the Citizenship Test which will take
place in early May.

AP GOV: The moment for which we have been
preparing is almost here! Our exam will be on
Monday, May 3rd at 8am. The school is providing
busing, which will leave Ben at 7:40 from the
normal bus loading area. You are welcome to
place your backpack in your locker at school, and
bring a smaller bag of what you need to the
testing site. Please bring several #2 sharpened
pencils (non-mechanical), a snack for the break
between tests, a water bottle, kleenexes, cough
drops, gum, and anything else you might need to
make yourself comfortable. You will be at
Mid-State for around 3.5 hours, so please plan
accordingly. Keep studying the vocabulary from
your flashcards and the review quizlets/kahoots I
have posted online. Re-read all summaries in
your student workbook. The end is in sight, so
sharpen those pencils and get a good night's
sleep. Good luck my friends!

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
7TH GRADE: Seventh grade science is busy
exploring the ecology and human impacts on
the environment. After discovering the Earth's
spheres and exploring various natural
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systems, students are now focusing down on
the positive and negative human impacts
humans have on the environment.

8TH GRADE: Eighth grade science has
finished a unit on genetic inheritance and
adaptations.  The next unit coming up will be
about cells and how cells work together as
building blocks of living organisms.

9TH GRADE PHYSICAL SCIENCE: Students
just got done making hand warmers and cold
packs in chemistry class and we are currently
building 3-D molecules and learning how to
balance equations.

9TH GRADE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE:
Students will be finishing up ecological
succession and will start looking into Aquatic
Ecosystems.

WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP

We are excited to
announce that
we will once
again be leading
a group of 9th
grade Ben
Franklin students
on a trip to

Washington D.C. next spring. The trip will depart
on Sunday, March 13th and return on Friday,
March 18, 2022. Those traveling will get to see
and experience the historic sites of Washington
D.C., & Philadelphia.  Washington D.C.  packets
should have been handed out in all of this year’s
8th grade social studies classes. Registration for
the trip will continue into next fall. Those who are
unsure will be given a fall registration packet from
their 9th grade social studies teacher at the
beginning of the next school year.  For those
interested in the trip, there will be an
informational meeting on Tuesday April 6th,
2021 in the Ben Franklin auditorium at
6:30 p.m. If you have any further questions
please feel free to email Mr. Biesterveld at
dbiester@pointschools.net.

LIBRARY NEWS

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK
We have ordered 60 extra yearbooks, so we have

decided to leave open ordering until April 30 or
until supplies run out. Order yours now!

BOX TOPS

Click below
link to find out
how to earn
rewards from
box top$.

https://www.boxtops4education.com/emailgrocery
receipts

Knitting Club is starting in April!  We will
meet twice a month on Tuesday nights from
3:30 to 4:15.  See Mrs. Borton in room 1011
to sign up!
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SPAPSD Families and Staff,

Next week, Monday, April 5, will be the start of the
final quarter of our school year. With it, we will see the
return of 7-12 students to our buildings 4 days/week.
Building Principals, administrative teams, and staff
have been diligently working to prepare for this
change. Changes to the Grab & Go Meal Service will
also begin the week of April 5. Please be assured that
we continue to look forward to the next steps in
reopening while operating with the same commitment
to safety, learning, and preparation of students that
have guided us through this crisis.

Below, please find important information
regarding a change to the school calendar,
updated CDC Guidance for schools, mask
requirements, and the tentative return date for
students to attend school 5 days/week.

VACCINATIONS FOR SPAPSD STAFF - NO
SCHOOL APRIL 15, E-LEARNING DAY, APRIL 16

SPAPSD team members received their first dose of
the C-19 vaccination on March 17, 2021. Due to
scheduling of our providing partners, the availability of
vaccines, and the need to administer the second dose
within a four-week period, the second dose will be
administered to team members on April 14, 2021, the
only date available to us. Given the high number of
reports of illness following the second dose, the
District has made the decision to pre-emptively
close school on April 15, 2021 (No School/No
E-Learning) and to hold an E-Learning Day on
Friday, April 16, 2021. We recognize that this is
another change to the calendar; however, making this
decision now will allow for families and staff to plan
ahead instead of risking a last minute school
cancelation due to a high number of staff members
having an adverse reaction as has been common
when receiving the second dose of the vaccine.

CDC GUIDANCE CHANGE - 3 FEET OF
SEPARATION FOR STUDENTS

On March 19, the Centers of Disease Control and
Prevention updated its guidance for schools to
recommend that when universal masking is in place,
students should maintain a distance of at least three
(3) feet in the classroom setting, replacing the
previous recommendation of six (6) feet. The
guidance still recommends six (6) feet of distance
between adults and students and to the greatest
extent possible in common areas.

This change in guidance will allow for a gradual
change in our schools beginning on April 5 to include
increased cohorts on the playgrounds during common
times, movement from classrooms to specials such as
music, art, physical education and library and three
(3) foot spacing in classrooms for students. All other
mitigation measures including mask requirements for
students and staff, C-19 case and close contact
tracing and reporting, heightened cleaning protocols,
increased ventilation, etc. will remain in place through
the end of the 2020-21 school year to include
Summer School.

MASK REQUIREMENTS FOLLOWING THE MARCH
31, 2021 SUPREME COURT DECISION

The ruling of the Wisconsin Supreme Court on March
31, 2021, does not affect local mask orders by
counties, municipalities or mandatory mask policies
authorized by employers. Mask requirements for
students and staff will remain in place in the District
through the end of the 2020-21 school year to include
Summer School. Protocols, practices and procedures
will be reviewed in August for consideration for the
2021-22 school year and based on the information
that will be available to us at that time.

TENTATIVE 5 DAYS/WEEK RETURN DATE - MAY
17, 2021

Following 7-12 students returning to school 4
days/week, our administrative teams will be
monitoring any increase in C-19 cases, capacity or
operational concerns, community case rate
conditions, community vaccination rates, and other
data available to us in late April. We believe this will
provide an appropriate amount of time to share
information with the School Board at the April 26,
2021 meeting on a tentative return to 5 days/week
beginning May 17, 2021, in order to give staff and
families time to prepare for that change should it be
appropriate to make.

As we complete our first week of school following
Spring Break, I find myself truly amazed at how far we
have come since this time last year and how hard our
students, families, and staff have worked to get us
here. I am proud of the work we have done and
committed to continuous improvement on behalf of
students as we finish this school year in a positive
and productive manner.

Sincerely,
Craig Gerlach, Ed.S.
Superintendent
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https://www.pointschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=18182&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=13594&PageID=1
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GNjrgZ0bCQ8Dp2VmHmw03ZHvjr3u5Zw6kSCJhLjpfxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GNjrgZ0bCQ8Dp2VmHmw03ZHvjr3u5Zw6kSCJhLjpfxA/edit?usp=sharing

